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Convention a Success

The first annual World Acrobatics Soci-
ety (W.A.S.) Convention was held in the
exciting city of Las Vegas - a perfect place
for a gathering of acrobatics enthusiasts!

From February 6-9, some of
the most renowned people in the
field of acrobatics came together
to share ideas and information
in an effort to enhance the sta-
bility and growth of all acrobatic
activities,

Among the important 1ssues
addressed at this first W.A.S.
Convention was the election of
officers. The following people

(B3
Nelle Filliger treats WA.S.
members to a champagne tour of
Las Vegas (above).

Russ Saunders, Bil Copp, Nelle
Filliger, and Joe Schabacker
gather for a moment between
meetings (right)

were elected to positions: Hobie
Billingsley (President), Charlie
Pond (First Vice-President),
Paula Boelsems (Second Vice-
President), Dian Nissen-
Ramirez (Secretary), and Dick
Smith (Treasurer). In addition,
an elecuon for members of the
Board of Directors was held. In
order to establish continuity
within this new organization, the
twelve previous board members
were retained, and only three
new board members were se-
lected: Don Leas, Lani Loken-
Dahle, and Dian Nissen-
Ramirez. Loken-Dahle was also
appointed as the Editor of the
World Acrobatics Society News-
letter, which is to be published
quarterly,

Members group together after a meal at a fine lialian restaurant.

Regarding future meetings, it
was decided that: 1) An annual
convention for all W.A.S. mem-
bers would be held. This con-
vention would take place in con-

junction with a special acrobatic

event (such as the "Go For It
Classic™ - a gymnastics compe-
tition with over 1,800 partici-
pants which was being held at
the same location as this first
convention); 2) the Board of Di-
rectors would meet separately, at
least two times each year; 3)
educational symposiums would
be developed. The first sympo-
stum, entitled the “Twisting
Symposium,” is to be held May
23-25. Frank Bare Jr., many

Tl

times World Aerial Ski Cham-
pion, will host this event at his
aerial ski training facility in Salt
Lake City, Utah. The sympo-
sium will include discussion and
presentation of twisting tech-
niques and progressions used in
a variety of acrobatic disciplines.
Throughout the convention,
W.A.S. members were not only
engaged in meetings, but also in
entertaining social events!
Thanks to Nelle Filliger, W.A.S.
members were treated to a
“champagne” tour of Las Vegas.
followed by fine dining at a de-
lightful Italian restaurant. The
next day, several W.A.S. mem-
bers had the opportunity to go
‘behind the scenes™ at Cirque du
Soleil o observe the performer's
training session. Many thanks
20 to Rob Bollinger, a member
of the W.A.S, Board of Direc-
tors and a Cirque du Soleil per-
former, and Andre Vallerand, a
W.A.S. member and the Acro-
batic Talent Scout for Cirque du
Soleil, for arranging this oppor-
tunity.
(continued on page 2)



W¢ are now
into our second year of the World
Acrobatics Society (WyA.S.)
When originally formed in
March. 1996, twenty-five people
were present. Our next meeung
of the Society was in Las Vegas
in February, 1997, During the
year between these two meel-
ings, Bob Bollinger almost
single handedly kept the Soci-
ety moving torward by turning
out several newsletters which of
fered information regarding the
history, biographies, activities
and functions that had been or
were being staged. During this
period, the membership grew
from twenty-five members to
more than one hundred, The
members and others interested in
acrobatics were invited to the
W.A.S. Convention, with the in-
tent of participating in  meet-
ings, electing new officers and
hoard members, enjoying the
gymnastics events, and basking
in the Las Vegas night life at the
various casinos and hotels

We met for a board meeting
on February 6th, then proceeded
with the meetings on February
7th and 8th. Many discussions
concerning W.A.S activities
were covered during the first
scheduled mecting, The follow-
ing day, officers and board mem-
bers were elected. As it worked
out, most of the original officers
were retained. Many felt their
short duty over one year hadn’t
provided sufficient tme to get
established. In addition to the
election of the same board mem-
bers, the decision was made to
add three new ones: Don Leas,
LLani Loken-Dahle, and Dian
Nissen-Ramirez. The position
of Executive Director will be
taken over, in part, by the duties
of the Secretary and the News-
letter Editor.

A lot of territory was covered

President’s
Corner

by Hobie Billingstev. WA.S. President

in those three days: many
changes were made in different
areas. We voted to have a yearly
convention, and a board of
director's meeting at least twice
a year. Other WALS acuvities
will be held intermittently. Ev-
eryone 1s invited to take part in
a symposium in Salt Lake City
in May. where experts will dis-
cuss the different methods used
n PL'”(‘”HHI&‘ [\\‘I\“ng somer
saults. This will be a two and
one-half day symposium loaded
with information regarding ac-
robatic movement. Ithink it will
be a blast and a lot of fun for ev-
ervone to participate. One thing
for sure, all who attend will be
more informed of what acrobatic
movements are used in various
sports and how such movements
are initiated,

It should be noted that many
members of W.A.S. are experts
in their chosen fields. They are
willing to share their expertise
and knowledge with all of us. |

urge you to take advantage of

everything W.A.S. has 1o offer,
and to help WA.S. grow

Our Readers
Write...

Hearing from our
readers is important to
us. Please send your
comments to:
Lani Loken-Dahle,
Editor
World Acrobatics
Society Newsletter
1063 East 21st Ave.
Eugene, Oregon
97405
The edstor reserves the right
to edit letters for length,
clariy, and style.

Charlie Pond, Lam Loken-Dahle and

Dick Smith share stories over dinner.

W.A.S. Convention
a Success
{(continued from page 1)

Not only were W.A.S, members
treated to a rare glimpse of the
performers in training, but they
were also given the “best seats
in the house™ at an evening per
formance. This was truly a
memorable experience!

Finally, Don Dunfield, an-
other W.A.S. member and a
former national diving champion
and professional acrobat, treated
many W.A.S. members (0 a tour
of the MGM Grand stage opera-
tions, and an evening perfor-
mance of the fantastic EFX

Show. Don is presently head of
stage operatons at the MGM
Grand, which has the most au-
tomated stage in the world. Our
hats go off to Dunfield's exper-
tise and generous hospitality!
During this 3-day conven-
tion, valuable connections were
made between people represent
ing different acrobatic sports
The World Acrobatics Society
promotes these connections, rec-
ognizing that they are invaluable
for the growth and development
of all acrobatic activities. We
urge you to involve yourself in
the unique opportunities offered
by W.A.S,, and to embrace the
friends of acrobatics worldwide
*
-By Lani Loken-Dahie

Pictured at a meeting during the convention are: (front row, from left)
Charlie Pond, Dick Smuth, John Deininger; (back row, from left) Bil
Copp, Don Leas, Dave Ardrey, and Christopher Harley



Tributes

Charles Keeney, emeri-
tus professor of Physical Educa-
tion at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley died on March
29th, 1996 of a heart attack. He
was 83 years old.

Called "Chuck™ by his close
friends, Keeney began his long
relationship with UC Berkeley in
1932 when he enrolled in the
graduate program. He received
training in gymnastics at the San
Diego YMCA, and San Diego
High School. He received his
Bachelor of Arts Degree from
San Diego State College and im-
mediately enrolled at UC Berke-
ley. He continued to train and
assisted Charles Pease in coach-
ing the intercollegiate gymnas-
tics team. Keeney was Pacific
Association AAU and West
Coast AAU tumbling champion
from 1933 - 1935. He partici-
pated in the NAAU Champion-
ships twice, placing third in
1933, and won Gold in 1935. He
remained an active tumbler and
was able to perform high level
skills until the late fifues, when
he retired as head coach.

Keeney developed and built
his own trampolines and was an
excellent performer, even though
he never competed in that event.
He developed a trampoline class
at UC Berkeley, and taught the
class for several decades. He was
co-author of, and the demonstra-
tor on the trampoline in a series
of gymnastics manuals pub-
lished by the NAVY at that time.

During his teaching years at
UC Berkeley, Keeney was
awarded the “Distinguished
Teaching” award. This is given

to only a few individuals annu-
ally. He was a superb teacher.
His analysis and presentation
was thorough and his students
appreciated his ability to trans-
fer his knowledge to them. He
continued to write, completing
and publishing three books on
diving, trampoline, and tum-
bling. He co-authored two books
on gymnastics apparatus work.
He produced a thirty minute.
16mm color film on Gymnastics
USA in 1976. In conjunction, he
became an administrator in the
UC Berkeley Physical Educa-
tion Department, while continu-
ing his teaching of both trampo-
line and gymnastics.

His teams competed in the
Pacific Coast Conference. They
were successful in their devel-
opment of strong, solid competi-
tors. Some of the outstanding
athletes to be coached by Keeney
were: Chuck Thompson, many
times NAAU
TumblingChamp;Ross
Cunningham, National AAU
runner-up, 1938: Davis Seed,
NCAA runner-up, 1957; and
Paul Goodale, NCAA runner-
up, 1953, Cal placed 3rd in the
1949 NCAA Championship.

Upon retirement, Keeney
joined the Gymnastics Coaching
(continued on page 12)
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Frank Kurtz

Frank Kurtz, 1932 Olympic
platform diving bronze medalist
and a famed World War II avia-
tion hero, has died at the age of
85. The retired U.S, Air Force
colonel passed away at his home
in Toluca Lake, Calif., on Oct.
3L

His diving career blossomed

during the late 1920's and early
‘30's, culminating in his selec-
tion to the 1932 U.S. Olympic
Team. At the Games in Los An-
geles. Kurtz won the bronze
medal. Kurtz won his only na-
tional title in 1933, but contin-
ued diving and went on 1o
qualify for the 1936 and 40 U.S.
Olympic Teams. He competed
in the ‘36 Games in Berlin, but
missed a chance for a third
Olympic appearance when the
1940 Games were canceled be-
cause of the war,

Best known as a pilot of the
B-17 Flying Fortress, Kurtz flew
the last of the 35 planes in the
Pacific including “The Swoose.”
the famous airplane housed in
the Smithsonian Institution

Kurtz's wartime exploits
carned im three Distinguished
Flying Crosses, three silver stars,
three air medals and five presi-
dential citations. Two books
were written about his life. He
was also selected to command
the Kirkland Air Force Base dur-
ing the Manhattan Atomic Bomb
Project. Kurtz retired from the
military in 1960, and went on to
become an executive at the Wil-
liam May Garland development
firm and an active participant in
Olympic Affairs.

Al Patnik

One of diving's former great
champions, Al Patnik, passed
away on Dec. 18 at the age of
80. Considered to be one of the
greatest springboard divers of all
time, Patnick’s four-year domi-
nance of the springboard was
unprecedented.

During his collegiate diving
career (1938-40), Patnik won all
three Big Ten Conference 1-
meter titles, and five out of six
National Intercollegiate titles on
both I-meter and 3-meter. He
was also undefeated in every
college dual meet in which he
participated.

Patnik was denied a chance
at Olympic glory in his prime

when the 1940 Olympic Games
were canceled due 10 World War
I1. By the time the Olympics re-
sumed in 1948, Patnik had re-
tired.

Despite not having the
chance to make an Olympic
Team, Patnik was named to the
mythical 1940 U.S. Olympic
Team by the International Swim-
ming Hall of Fame. He has been
inducted into four hall of fames:
The Helms Athletic Foundation
Hall of Fame in 1967, ISHOP in
1969, the Pennsylvania Hall of
Fame in 1970 and the Ohio State
Sports Hall of Fame in 1977.

Larry Griswold
The legendary Larry Griswold
passed away on August 24,
1996. After along illness, Larry
died in Cedar Rapids, lowa at the
age of 90,

While attending the Univer-
sity of lowa, Larry was the Big
Ten Tumbling Champion in
1929. Soon after, he and George
Nissen met. They developed the
concept of the modern Trampo-
line and together, founded the
Griswold-Nissen Trampoline
Co. in Cedar Rapids, lowa in
1941,

Larry’s fame developed from
his many years performing a
comedy acrobatic act. Combin-
ing adiving board with a tram-
poline, Larry performed his act
worldwide. He appeared on the
Ed Sullivan Show, the Jackie
Gleason Show, the Ken Murray
Show, and was featured at the
Follies Bergere in Paris, France
during the late 1960's, He had a
command performance for the
Queen of England and for Prince
Ranier of Monaco. None could
surpass his outstanding abilities
as an acrobat and comedian.

Note: Because Larry is such
a legend in the development of
acrobatic activities, we will be
devoting a large section of the
next newletter to Larry’s life and
influence.
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Date

Apnl 24.27

Apnl 25-27

Apnl 26-29
May 1-4

May |-4

May 34

May 2-4

May 5-7

May 8-11

May 10-11

May 15-18

May 16-18

May 24-25

May 27-31

May 30-

June |

May 31-
June |

June 3-6

June 4-11

June 5-8

June 7-8

June 7-8

June 7-8

Events Schedule
April 24th -June 6th

Event Location

The Amencan Association Hotel InterContinental

of Cheerleading Coaches Chicago, IL
and Advisors National Conference
Masters Indoor Diving Midiand, TX

Championships

Cirque du Soleil Auditions Santa Monica, CA

Dive Canada Victona, CAN

J.O. Gymnastics Orlando, FL

Championships (Women)

Sea Doo Pro Wakeboarding
Tour Competition

Charleston, SC

U.S. Rhythmic Gymnastics Houston, TX

National Championships

Orlando, FL
(at X-Games Tnals)

Aggressive Skating
World Tour Competition
FINA/USA Fi. Lauderdale. Fla.
Diving Grand Prix
J.0. Gymnastics Walnut Creek, CA
Championships (Rhythmic})

Tomeo Intermacional
de Clavados Grand Prix (Diving)

Juarez City, MEX

J.O. Gymnastics Orlando, FL

Championships (Men)
6th FIT World Cup Lisbon, POR
Competition { Trampoline)
Jumor World Competition Honolulu, HI
(Sports Acrobatics)
Boardstock ‘97 - East Atlanta, GA
(Wakeboarding)

FIT World Cup Competition
(Tumbling)

Calgary, CAN

Four Continents Sydney. AUS

Gymnastics Championships

(Rhythmic)

USA National Championships Orlando, FL
(Trampoline, Tumbling,

Double Mini-Tramp)

FIT World Cup Competition Orlando, FL

(Tumbling)

World Wide Freestyle Federation  Hoffman Estates,
Competition (BMX) IL

Aggressive Skating
World Tour Competition

Philadelphia, PA

Sea Doo Pro Austin, TX

Wakeboarding Tour Competition

“On With The
Show!”

Cirque du Soleil 1s a circus
based out of Montréal with many
shows travelling around the
world - that is one way of de-
scribing it. Another way. Is to
say that Cirque du Soleil is prob-
ably the most amazing acrobatic
and aruistic display in the world!

Al present, there are three
shows being performed: Alegria,
Mystere, and  Quidam.
Saltimbanco, Cirque du Soleil's
longest running show, was re-
tired recently after five years of
touring. Mystere is a unique
show, After touring for three
years 1t became a permanent
show 1n Las Vegas, Nevada,
when 1t was purchased by the
Treasure Island Hotel-Casino.

Two new permanent shows
are being developed. The first
show opens in June of 1998 at
the Bellagio Hotel-Casino in Las
Vegas. This show will be aquatic
in nature, breaking new ground
for Cirque. The second show
opens in November of 1998 at
DisneyWorld in Orlando,
Florida, This show will include
a cast of seventy. Each show will
run for a minimum of ten years.

W.A.S. member, André
Vallerand, (pictured above) is the
Acrobatic Talent Scout for Cir-
que. A former gymnast and gym-
nastics coach, Vallerand has
worked with Cirque for one year.
His job involves travelling
around the world promoting Cir-

que and selecting the most tal-
ented acrobats he can find to be-
come part of the Cirque du Sofeil
“family™.

Rob Bollinger (pictured
above), 1s a member of this
“family”. A former competitive
diver, trampolinist, and tumbler,
Bollinger is a member of the
W.A.S. Board of Directors.

Bollinger and his wife,
Natalie (a former competitive
gymnast), have been performing
in the Cirqué show, Mystére, for
several years. Bollinger also
choreographs and coaches some
of the acts. In addition, he and
his wife have performed
stuntwork for Steven Spielberg
productions, including “Jurrasic
Park,” and the sequel, “The Lost
World".

Cirgue du Soleil provides a
fine future for acrobats who have
completed their competitive ca-
reers and who are interested in
continuing professionally in the
activity they love: acrobatics. If
you are interested in auditioning,
send a resume with photo and a
self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to:

Cirque du Soleil
Casting Department
8400 2nd Ave.
Montreal, Quebec H1Z 4M6
Canada

Auditions are by invitation only!
*

-by Kendal Rhoaly

For information on other
professional acrobatics
organizations, see page 10.




-CHEERLEADING-

erry George. PhD, has
just completed cheer-
leading’s first safety
manual. This comprehensive
approach to cheerleading safety
15 an invaluable guide to every-
one involved in cheerleading.
George brings a 'gxcul deal
of expertise to the wniting of this
manual. A prolific writer.
George has served as author,
contributor, and/or senior editor
to ten textbooks, 75 articie pub-
lications, and eight funded
grants.Recipient of the 1996
American Spirit Award for
Cheerleading Safety, George

Jerry Gearge, PhD, author of the
new Cheerleading Safety Manual.

authored safety manuals for Div-
ing and Gymnastics. An accom-
plished gymnast, biomechanist,
and legal expert, George has,
once again, contributed to the
safe practice of a popular acro-
batic activity.

The manual is part of the
American Association of
Cheerleading Coaches and Ad-
visors (AACCA) Cheerleading
Safety Certification Program.
The AACCA is a non-profit edu-
cational association for the over
50,000 cheerleading coaches
across the United States.
Founded in 1988, members of
the association include: youth,
Junior high school, high school
and college or university
coaches/advisors as well as lead-
ing national cheerleading in-
structional and uniform compa-
nies dedicated to the safe and
responsible practice of student

Sports Wrap-up |

cheerleading, The AACCA
Cheerleading Safety Certifica-
tion Program includes a lecture
course, study manual, and umed
exam designed to cducate
cheerleading coaches in all as-
pects of cheerleading safety.
The course covers such topics as
legal responsibilities, medical
responsibilities, spotting partner
stunts, spotting tumbling, envi-
ronmental safety concerns, psy-
chological readiness, physical
readiness, program evaluation
and more, The certification is
valid for four years

George dedicated this
manual to Dr. Newton Loken: a
man who had a lasting influence
on George's life. Loken was the
Men's Gymnastics Coach at the
University of Michigan for 38
years, and during that time
coached the University of Michi-
gan Cheerleaders. One of the
premier “cheerleaders™ in the
country, Loken was the author
of numerous cheerleading

books, and was the recipient of

the first University of Michigan
Spirit Award.

The AACCA Cheerleading
Safety Manual may be pur-
chased by calling 1-800-238-
(286, ext. 4595, or by sending a
check for $21.15 payable to:

AACCA
PO Box 508

Cordova, TN
38018-0308.

Newt Loken: The Cheerleader

-DIVING-

he marketing firm,

SMG, 1s moving US

Diving into the 21st
Century. A new diving logo has
been developed, and there are
more exciting changes to come!

etween March 1995

and November 1996,

US Diving has had a
record number of individuals or
couples join as Life Members.

lympic Springboard
Diving Gold Medal-
ist in 1956, Bob
Clotworthy, PhD, is working on
a history of diving book and
film. Clotworthy has inter-
viewed nearly 100 divers,
coaches and contributors as part
of his ongoing research. More
interviews are planned in 1997.
Clotworthy’s goal is to complete
the book between 1998-2000,
with the film to come later.
Those interested in helping
with this project should contact
Clotworthy at the following ad-
dress and phone number: HCR
74, Box 22313, El Prado, New
Mexico 87529 (505) 737-0767;
email: clotworthyb@aa.edu
U.S. Diving is also accepting
tax deductible contributions to
help this project. If interested
in contributing, please send a
check made payable to “United
States Diving” to: US Diving;
Aun: History of Diving Project;
201 South Capital Ave.; Suite
430; Indianapolis. IN 46225

he 1997 FINA Diving
Grand Prix is under-
way! Divers can com-
pete in any number of the thir
Points
from the best four meets are o

teen sheduled events

taled to determine the winners,

The diver who accumulates
the highest number of Grand
Prix points in each event wins,
§5.000 is awarded for first place,
$2,000 for second place, and
S 1,000 for third place,

The FINA/USA Diving
Grand Prix will be held from
May 8-11 in Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida, at the International
Swimming and Diving Hall of
Fame Pool.

-GYMNASTICS-

istonan/archivist for

the World Acrobatics

Society,Bruce
Fredrick, PhD, 1s working ona
new project, He 1s developing
companion volumes for his ac-
claimed Roots of American
Was Who in American Gymnas-
ucs and An Hlustrated History of
American Gymnastics are in
preparation. He would appreci-
ate recerving any information
which would help in the comple-
tion of these historical texts.
Please send your information to:
Dr. Bruce Frederick; 1043 11th
Ave.; Wilmington, Delaware
19808; (302) 995-2148,

Bruce Fredrick, PhD
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