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A Word 
From Our President…

changed over the years and she honored us one more time 
with her famous smile with her arms extended to all!   
 For the first time in three years, Steve McFarland (2010 
Diving) and Dolly Jacobs (2013 Professional Acrobatics), 
were able to enjoy the festivities from their table –– but not 
before we surprised and honored them for their past several 
year’s services sharing duties as Masters of Ceremonies. 
Thank you Steve and Dolly! This year, WAS board member 
Scott Crouse was our Master of Ceremonies; a role he 
executed so well that we invited him (and he has agreed) to 
be our MC at next year’s banquet. Thank you Scott! Get 
ready my friend, because we are already planning next 
year’s event! 
 More thank-you’s go out to our talented WAS board 
member Nel Filliger and her associate Kurt Rasche, for 
creating and coordinating the professionally prepared videos 
of our honorees shown that evening. In addition, we 
acknowledge our webmaster, Dagmar Nissen Munn, who 
has already placed all of the videos, event photos and 
honoree information on our WAS website 
www.worldacro.com for your viewing. 
 Our event sponsors were once again invaluable and 
appreciated for their support with the honoree expenses, 
awards, videos, program booklets and a well-stocked 
hospitality room - - which was a tremendous success! Many 
thanks go to the Raymond C. Rude Foundation, Bruno Klaus 
(2002 Artistic gymnastics; 2017 Golden Achievement), Larry 
Snyder, Darlene Ziemba Hicks, Nel Filliger and John and 
Stacie Deary. On behalf of all the members of the World 
Acrobatics Society, I thank each of you. 
 Looking back, all I can say is AWESOME! We truly 
experienced the best Congress and Induction Banquet…
ever! Congratulations again goes to our amazing group of 
honorees and their inclusion in the esteemed WAS Gallery 
of Legends Hall of Fame! 

Respectfully, 

David A. Jacobs, President
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Dear Members and Friends of the World 
Acrobatics Society, 

“AWESOME, SIMPLY AWESOME, IS 
THE ONLY WAY TO DESCRIBE THIS 
YEAR’S GALLERY OF LEGENDS 
HALL OF FAME BANQUET!” 

 On Saturday night, September 8th, the induction banquet was destined for 
success thanks to the excellent and well-attended programs held earlier in the 
day. An audience of approximately 75 persons enjoyed two-and-a-half hours 
filled with insight, entertainment and shared creativity. Meet and Greet the 
Athletes was truly enlightening as each honoree spoke of the successes and 
challenges they experienced prior to reaching the national and world stage.  
 This was followed by a special comedy performance by Bobby Dickson 
(2018 inductee; Lifetime Achievement) and his talented wife Anoushka. 
Audience participation, sight gags and hilarious costumes kept us laughing and 
wanting more.  
 Wrapping up the afternoon we participated in a Cirque du Soleil brain-
storming session led by Boris Verkhovsky (2016 Lifetime Achievement), Rob 
Bollinger (2003 Diving) along with several members of their Cirque team. What 
seemed like wild and crazy ideas and suggestions offered by each group might 
actually be used in future Cirque shows. Who knows? The session ended with 
all in agreement to definitely include this activity again next year. In a grand 
show of thanks to the participants, names were entered into a drawing for free 
tickets to a future Cirque show. Congratulations to Debbi Quaid ((2015 
Acrobatic Gymnastics), who won the prize! 
  The grand finale of the day was of course, our Gallery of Legends Hall of 
Fame banquet. With 161 persons in attendance representing acrobatics 
around the world, we welcomed and honored this year’s fine group of 
inductees.  
 The honoree’s acceptance speeches were heartwarming, well received by 
all and even prompted several standing ovations. Notable mentions go to 
Aaron Fotheringham (2018 Extreme Sports), who showed off his fearless 
attitude by “flying right off the podium” while in his wheel chair after receiving 
his award. Dustin Webster (2018 Professional Acrobatics), told us about his 
high dives off of 150 foot cliffs into the waters below. Then Walt Cunningham 
recounted stories about his best friend Alan Bean (2018 Golden Achievement), 
who was the 4th person to walk on the moon. And finally, it was the heart-
warming smile of Olga Korbut (2018 Artistic Gymnastics), who took us down 
memory lane to when she won Olympic Gold and with her infectious smile 
cheered enthusiastic audiences worldwide! Her smile certainly has not
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WAS 2018 Congress…Through the Eyes of a 
Roving Wannabe Photographer
Day 1 - Arrival and WAS Welcome 
Reception         
  
 As the wheels of my Southwest 737 hit 
the runway of the Las Vegas McCarran 
International Airport, anticipation ran through 
my body––But anticipation for what? Was it to 
see my old friends, to make new friends, to 
meet all the new Legends, or to just learn new 
things in the acrobatic world? It didn’t matter, I 
just knew I was going to be a part of the 2018 
World Acrobatics Society’s (WAS) Congress 
and I was looking forward to the whole 
weekend! 
 Luckily, my good WAS friend Paul 
Swafford had agreed to pick me up at the 
airport so the stress of getting to the Tuscany 
Suites & Casino was not a problem. Paul and 
I had a chance to catch up over lunch and 
then it was time to check in and get the 
weekend of events started! 
 Following a quick shower and change of 
clothes I met up with Paul and we took off for 
the big kick off to the entire WAS Congress; 
the WAS Welcome Reception. “Wait!” Paul 
said. “First we have to get your credentials.” 
So off we ran to the main hotel building and 
up the elevator to the floor where most of the 
events would occur. Once there we found 
Kathy Lindauer, standing at her post at the 
check-in table. Who I would later learn, spent 
most of the weekend working relentlessly on 
activities for all the events. After I checked-in 
and received my official name badge, Paul 
and I were finally off to the reception. I needed 
to get there early because as the “official 
WAS photographer,” I wanted to take pictures 
of guests as they arrived. 
 Entering the room, we were greeted by a 
smiling Darlene Hicks. She immediately 
offered us food and drink from a spread that 
knocked my socks off. But I could see that 
folks were still setting up so I declined. As we 
walked further into the room we spotted Rome 
Milan setting up his nostalgic history display 
of Olympic and sports memorabilia. I knew I 
had to snap a photo and in doing so Rome 
handed me a torch and rattled off the exact 
year of the Olympics it was from. He then 
handed another torch to Paul and told us its 
year of use. “Wow!” I thought. “Here I stand 
with history in my hand and I don’t even know 
what to do with it! People are coming in, I 
should be taking pictures and here I am 
holding history!” I quickly passed the torch 
along to someone new and headed off to fulfill 
my duties. 
   The room was now filling fast and I took as 
many group photos as I could. I knew I had to 

get a shot of Abie Grossfeld and then Larry 
Lindauer, and the guests he was talking to. 
After that, our WAS President and the party’s 
host; David Jacobs. I also knew I had better 
get a couple of Paul Swafford and the gang 
he was hanging out with, I mean he picked 
me up at the airport! As I snapped more and 
more pictures of Legends-to-be, their loved 
ones and others associated with WAS I came 
across a man wearing an interesting t-shirt. 
On the back it said, Pain is temporary, Glory is 
forever, Bones mend, Chicks dig scars. It 
struck me as funny so I quickly snapped a 
picture of it without his knowledge. 
 As I scanned the room for more photo 
opportunities, I spotted a party brewing in the 
back. It was Pat Henderson, Dian Nissen-
Ramirez and her son Jake with several more 
people. I smiled and walked in asking, “Hey, 
do I need a special invite for this party?” While 
exchanging hugs with my friends, Dian 
introduced me to Kent Ferguson and Randy 
Ableman. She shared how Kent and Randy 
were from Cedar Rapids, Iowa and how this 
was like a little reunion for all of them. As I 
continued taking photos I realized that this is 
what this event is for many people - - One big 
happy reunion. 
  
Day 2 - Early Morning WAS Board Meeting 
  
 Waking up the next morning was rough. 
Not that I drank too much, or was out too late, 
but something I think many of us were 
experiencing that weekend; the realization 
that we were getting older!  After a quick 
breakfast I met up with Paul and together we 
went off to the board meeting. Not being a 
board member, all I wanted to do was take a 
few photos and get out, hopefully without 
interrupting anything. Once at the meeting 
room, we found none other than David Jacobs 
and Kathy Lindauer at the front table greeting 
folks and handing out credentials. It made me 
wonder, did either of them ever sleep? 
 I scanned the room and could see many of 
the board members already in small groups 
having separate working meetings. I set to 
work grabbing some pics of their hard work. I 
then pulled together an important photo op; 
WAS Past-President, John Deininger, 
together with the current President, David 
Jacobs, along with Scott Crouse! Soon David 
opened the meeting and as different urgent 
topics were discussed I realized I had a 
unique behind-the-scenes look at all the hard 
work that goes into keeping WAS a viable 
organization that is much needed in the 
acrobatic community.
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Day 2 - Meet and Greet & Presentations 
  
  After what was supposed to be a quick 
lunch that actually took much longer as the 
hotel restaurant was overbooked, I rushed 
back to the second-floor meeting room for 
the essential Meet and Greet presentation; of 
those being inducted in the WAS Hall of 
Fame Legends. The room had been set up 
with a long row of chairs in front that faced 
the audience. Sitting in the chairs were all 
the 2018 inductees, minus Olga Korbut who 
would be arriving later. It was truly a room full 
of diverse acrobatic history! Each inductee 
had contributed in some way to the 
development or achievements of years and 
years of acrobatic sports and 
professionalism. I could only stand in awe. 
 As each inductee was introduced they 
gave a brief interlude of their life and how it 
came to be that they were sitting in front of 
us. The stories were as precious as the 
moment of seeing all these acrobatic greats 
seated in one room. Once the entire group 
finished their introduction, it was time for 
questions from the audience. As different 
future Legends addressed the various 
queries, the information they shared was 
priceless. I just knew we were going to be in 
for a special night at the induction ceremony 
and banquet! The Meet and Greet ended 
with an informal period where everyone 
could walk around and converse with the 
inductees and get photo ops with them. 
  Without my having noticed it, Bobby 
Dickson (one of the inductees), must have 
snuck out of the room because suddenly he 
made a grand entrance wearing only a robe! 
I knew he and his wife Anoushka Dickson 
were scheduled next for their special 
presentation, but I wondered what exactly 
Bobby was planning to do in a robe. I didn’t 
have a clue what their presentation was 
about, but I was pretty sure it involved 
comedy. Bobby was busy setting up props 
behind the projector screen when Anoushka 
opened the door and made her grand 
entrance carrying a big white bag. Hmmm…I 
wonder what’s in that bag? Once she 
reached front and center Anoushka faced the 
audience and asked for two volunteers; she 
quickly picked David Jacobs and Dave 
Butzman. That’s when we found out what 
was in the mystery bag! She pulled out two 
sets of what appeared to be young girl’s pink 
pajamas, complete with bonnets that were in 
the style from the early 1900s. These were 
for David and Dave! With Anousha’s help the 
two men donned the pajamas and bonnets. 
The audience laughed heartily. Then, more 
items came out of the bag. Lipstick for the 
men! Anoushka quickly drew bright red lips 
on each man’s mouth and had them 

kneel.The end result was, well, look at the 
attached picture! Suddenly out of nowhere 
the song Do-Re-Mi from the Sound of Music 
began to play. Anoushka sang her part and 
prompted the men in animated fashion to lip-
sync theirs. I was laughing so hard I ended 
up taking blurry pictures! When the song 
finished, and the laughter died down, 
Anoushka kindly wiped the lipstick off of her 
two volunteer assistants. 
  Next Bobby came forward and stripped 
off his robe. Luckily he was wearing clothing 
underneath! Dressed as a sort of cross 
between a genie and Houdini, maybe a 
Hougenie, he began what seemed to be a 
magic act. But Anoushka burst back into the 
room. Now dressed in a belly dancing 
costume, she began belly dancing rather 
vigorously all around Bobby. He meanwhile 
had been attempting a rope trick; trying to 
make a limp rope become stiff and stand on 
its own. Together they tried to conjure the 
rope to stiffness, but had no luck even after 
several attempts. Finally, Anoushka 
performed a slightly more provocative move 
in front of Bobby and boom, the rope stood 
up stiff! 
 For Bobby’s next trick, he swallowed a 
sword. Even though the sword was magically 
collapsible and the audience was in on the 
joke, he performed it in his signature Bobby 
Dickson style. Next he blew up a long 
balloon and I thought Bobby would twist it 
into some magical animal shape, but instead 
he began to swallow it whole like it was a 
sword. I couldn’t figure out how he was doing 
it but it all went down his throat! Then, 
abracadabra, he bent over and Anoushka 
removed a turd shaped balloon from his rear! 
Applause filled the room and a standing 
ovation occurred. Their comedy act was 
definitely a new twist to a WAS presentation 
and was well worth the watch. 
 The final presentation, but not the least 
was led by Boris Verkhovsky from Cirque du 
Soleil. Also from Cirque and joining Boris 
was 2003 WAS Legend Rob Bollinger, 
Charlie Burrows, Melanie Bayol and James 
Tanabe. 
  Following a brief overview of how the 
creative side of designing Cirque shows 
comes to fruition; the four then had an 
interesting proposition for the audience. They 
invited the audience to brainstorm new ideas 
that have not yet been used by Cirque. At 
this point I must admit, I didn’t think there 
was much left to come up with; in my opinion 
Cirque du Soleil has done it all. Never-the-
less, the audience was split into 4 or 5 
groups and onward they commenced in 
brainstorming.
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 Some groups were quiet and secretive 
as they plotted new creative circus acts while 
others were blurting ideas out across the 
room for everyone to hear. Everyone was 
really enjoying the activity and I wished that I 
too could jump into a group and participate. A 
person from Cirque helped each group 
facilitate their ideas with the goal to have the 
group's leader report those ideas to 
everyone in the room at the end of the 
session. When the time was up each group 
leader stood and reported their ideas. I was 
still skeptical but impressed that each group 
had come up with viable acts that seemed 
different than what has already been done. 
This presentation ended with the 
announcement that all individuals who 
participated that afternoon would be entered 
into a drawing to win tickets to a Cirque Du 
Soleil show at next year’s congress. The 
winner would be picked at the Member 
Meeting on Sunday. 
 That last presentation was fun, creative, 
and a great way to get everyone in the room 
working together. The question in my mind 
was, will Cirque Du Soleil ever use any of the 
ideas? A confirmed email from one of the 
presenters tells me they are currently going 
through them all. We will see! 
  
Day 2 – WAS Banquet and Inductions 
  
 With not much time between the last 
presentation of the day and when guests 
would be arriving at the banquet, I took a 
three minute shower and dressed in my suit 
and tie in about another three minutes! I 
rushed to the banquet hall hoping there 
wouldn’t already be a crowd of guests there 
as I planned to take pictures of people 
entering the banquet room. When I arrived, 
there was no one there, well, except for 
Kathy Lindauer, still working diligently at the 
entrance table! I swear she and David 
Jacobs still have not slept a wink! I went 
inside and quickly took pictures of all the 
colorful posters displayed on the walls and of 
the stage and podium. Scanning across the 
room I saw 20 round decorated guest tables 
and quickly realized that this was going to be 
the biggest induction banquet in WAS 
history! I snapped a picture of the empty 
room. 
 In the hope of getting great pictures of 
guests entering the room, I strategically 
placed myself at what appeared to be the 
only entrance. My first guests approached. It 
was Paul Swafford and Rich Kenney. “Can I 
get a picture of you before you enter?”  I 
blurted out. But before I could snap one, 
Bruno Klaus showed up. So I ended up with 
all three, and the first picture of the guests 
was taken for the night. 

 The banquet included an hour-long 
reception before the activities started so I 
stayed firm in my position trying to snap a 
picture of any group of people coming 
through that would allow me to do so. Olga 
Korbut was approaching! I went up and 
introduced myself. She and her guests were 
so cordial and accommodating for a picture.  
Just then, out of the corner of my eye I could 
see Tim Hall and his wife coming in from the 
other side of the banquet hall! I panicked! 
“Where are they coming from?” I thought. I 
hustled over to the other side as fast as I 
could to meet them and they informed me 
people could come up from the Casino side 
as well. So there I was, trying to get pictures 
of groups entering from two different 
directions until I finally gave up and decided 
to join the festivities myself - - with a stiff 
drink!. Which for me, was a glass of wine. 
 The reception came to a close and David 
Jacobs kicked-off the events for the evening 
with a very thoughtful recognition of many of 
the people who sponsored, and/or worked 
very hard on making not only this night 
possible, but making the whole WAS 
organization possible. As I took pictures of all 
the people sitting at their tables, one by one 
groups of people stood in recognition of their 
great support for WAS. 
 When David finished his excellent 
presentation the sit-down dinner was served. 
I sat at Dagmar and Ron Munn’s table; 
shared with Eddie Cole’s family and Rome 
Milan. I really wanted to be more social but 
had to eat fast because the next thing on the 
agenda was the actual inductions of the 2018 
Hall of Fame Legends. I finished eating and 
found David to talk with him about the 
logistics of the program. We quickly figured it 
all out and set ourselves up. In no time Scott 
Crouse, the Master of Ceremony began 
introducing the first inductee. I could only 
hope we were ready for a smooth program. 
 One by one each new Legend was 
introduced with a video displaying their 
contributions to their sport and the history 
behind it. The beautiful heart-felt videos were 
created and produced by Nel Filinger (WAS 
Board Member) and Kurt Rasche from Max 
Power Marketing, LLC. Following their video 
each newly inducted Legend gave a short 
speech highlighting those important to their 
successes in life. One by one a life was 
being told. One by one history was unfolding. 
I struggled to take pictures as I just wanted to 
take it all in and hold it forever. 
  When the whole banquet was finished, 
when all the Legend awards were handed 
out and all the pictures were taken, I walked 
up to David Jacobs and said, “This was the 
best one ever!” And it was. I can only wonder 
how they can make it better next year.



Introducing the 2018 Gallery of Legends

1st Row (L to R) Aaron Fotheringham, Larry Gleason, Paul Sheriff (accepting for Hali Sheriff), Pat Henderson, Walt Cunningham (accepting for 
Captain Alan Bean), Bobby Dickson, Linda Cole (accepting for Eddie Cole). 2nd Row (L to R) David Jacobs (W.A.S. President), Kent Ferguson, 
Randy Ableman, Terry Wight, Dustin Webster, Olga Korbut, Sue Shotten Challis, Tim Hall, Mike Wilson, Bernard Petiot, Deckar Lynch (accepting 
for Eddie Cole).
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Day 2 – WAS Post-Banquet Party 

 After the evening’s ceremony concluded, 
I ran back to my room for a quick change. I 
am definitely not a “suit and tie man!” I then 
hurried over to the after-ceremonies party. 
Entering the room, and now pretty much sick 
of being a photographer, I decided to just join 
the party and relax. I ran into Olga, her 
fiancée and their friend. While we chatted I 
saw, one by one, different people from the 
banquet coming in to enjoy the party as well. 
I ran into an old acquaintance; Tom Gompf! 
We chatted about the success of this year’s 
WAS Congress and then I learned something 
new. Did you know Tom Gompf was a 
commercial airline pilot? With all his work in 
the diving world I just assumed that’s what 
he did all of his life! I looked at my watch and 
it was 1:45 am. -- I had no idea where the 
time went! Looking around the room I could 
see that most of the other people had left 
and since I had to get up early, I turned and 
went on my way. 
  
Day 3 – WAS Member Meeting 

 It was Sunday morning and as I walked 
into the second-floor (now very familiar) 
meeting room I squinted through very tired 
and red eyes. I saw David, Nel, Kurt, Kathy 
and Larry -- and I wondered if they ever 
slept! And I wondered if they realized how 

successful this 2018 WAS Congress was. 
David began the meeting, presenting many 
of the agenda items that the board had 
worked on, led discussion and had the 
membership vote on each. The meeting was 
a quick one as I think everyone was ready for 
some rest and relaxation. But there still 
needed to be a winner for the Cirque Du 
Soleil tickets for next year. So as a grand 
finale, John Deininger had all the entries on 
strips of paper and held them out for David to 
pick just one. And the winner was 2015 WAS 
Legend Debbi Dodd-Quaid! Congratulations 
Debbi! The meeting adjourned and signaled 
the close of a very successful WAS 
weekend. 
  
 ”As Paul Swafford drove me to 
the airport for my departure from 
Las Vegas, I looked back at all the 
knowledge, history, and talent that 
had been brought together into 
one small area on the planet for 
one weekend. It was more than 
gratifying. All my mind could think 
of was, ‘See you next year!’”
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WAS Past and Present Board of Directors 
Taking a Break for a Photo Op!

Back Row L-R: Larry Lindauer, George Hery, Bobby Dickson, David Jacobs, Pat Henderson, Jay Geist, Dian Nissen-Ramirez, 
Rich Kenny, Greg Roe, Scott Crouse, Jake Ramirez, Pedro Reis, Abie Grossfeld. Front Row L-R Jon Culbertson, Mike Jacki, 
Paul Swafford, Wayne Miller, Scott Barclay, John Deary, Bruno Klaus

2018 WAS New 
Board of Directors
Exec. committee: 
David Jacobs - President 
Scott Crouse - 1st VP 
Larry Lindauer - 2nd VP 
John Deary - Secretary 
Jay Geist - Treasurer 

Board members: 
George Hery    
Whitey Anson 
Scott Barclay   
Judy Wills Cline 
Jon Culbertson   
Nellie Filliger  
Abie Grossfeld   
Pat Henderson  
Mike Jacki 
Rich Kenney   
Bruno Klaus 
Donald Leas   
Wayne Miller  
Lisa Mitzel  
Dian Nissen Ramirez   
Lieve J. Ollvera 
Jake Ramirez  
Leigh Hennessy 
Nancy Thurston-Hugghins  

International:  
Rob Bollinger 
Pedro Reis  
Greg Roe  
Bobby Dickson 

5 Things to Know…About WAS Nominations
 The highlight of every World Acrobatics Society Induction Banquet certainly is watching inductees 
receive their well-deserved recognition. If you have someone in mind to nominate for next year’s big 
event, here’s a quick guide to help you plan ahead. 

1. Important dates: Next year’s Congress & Induction Banquet will be held September 
13-15, 2019. Both the nominator and inductee are expected to attend the event, so make 
sure you’re both available and have the dates saved. The official nomination form will be 
posted on the WAS website in January, signaling the start of the nomination period which 
runs from early January and closes by the end of February. The selection of  inductees is 
usually announced in April. 

2. Membership: Only current members of the World Acrobatics Society can submit a 
nomination. All memberships run January – December, so before you nominate someone, 
make sure you have renewed your membership for that year. However, the person you are 
nominating, does not need to be a current member. But if they are selected and inducted, 
they will receive a one year complimentary membership in WAS. 

3. Criteria: There are several nomination categories to choose from which include Legend, 
Golden Achievement, Lifetime Achievement and Charlie Pond Service Award. Within the 
Legend category there are six distinct disciplines: Acrobatic Gymnastics/Cheerleading, 
Artistic Gymnastics, Diving, Extreme Sports, Professional Acrobatics and Trampoline/
Tumbling. Make sure you check the official nomination form provided for each category for 
additional criteria requirements. 

4. Required Information & Materials: The nominator has the responsibility of guiding their 
nominee through the complete process from nomination to induction. Each nomination 
submitted will require a biography of the individual (a maximum of two pages) plus a photo; 
either action or portrait. If selected for induction, you and/or the individual must then 
provide adequate materials (pictures, certificates, videos, et.) for inclusion in a presentation 
video of the nominee, that will be viewed at the WAS Congress and Induction Banquet in 
September. 

5. Questions: If you have any questions or need additional information either now or during 
the nomination process, contact: Pat Henderson, WAS Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame 
(GOLHOF) Administrator/Chair. 

 Remember, this short guide is only intended to provide you with an overview of essential 
information to assist you in planning for and the consideration of potential nominees. Look for 
additional information to be posted on the WAS website over the next several months.  
 We look forward to celebrating the new inductees of 2019 - - and now you know how you can be 
a valuable participant in the nomination process!
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In Memory of Dr. H. Edsel Buchanan
 Sad news to share––Dr. H. Edsel Buchanan, 2003 WAS Legend (Trampoline) passed 
away on September 29, 2018 at the age of 90. 
 Edsel graduated from Amarillo High School in 1946 and was a member of the Amarillo 
Maverick Boys Club for much of his youth. As a result of the training he received from his 
coaches Ralph Dykeman and Nard Cazzell, in both tumbling and the trampoline, Edsel 
received a gymnastics scholarship to the University of Michigan. While at Michigan and 
coached by Newt Loken, Edsel was the 1949, 1950 and 1951 NCAA Champion in trampoline. 
At the time, athletes were required to perform a 31-bounce routine and a historic video of 
Edsel’s competition routine can be viewed here:  https://youtu.be/LLKsxGyg2GA. 
 Following service in the military during the Korean War, Edsel was the campus recreation 
director at Texas Tech for 25 years. He then earned a doctorate degree from the University of 
Houston, majoring in Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance Administration. 
Following two years at the University of North Texas, he was hired in 1979 by the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) as the Chair of the academic program for Recreation and 
Leisure Studies. While at UNO he was a professor within the School of Health and 
Kinesiology from 1979 to his retirement in 2002. 
 Edsel is survived by his daughter Stella Watts; sons Steven Buchanan & Stan Buchanan; 
daughter-in-law Kathy Andersen; son-in-law John A. Watts and grandson, Sean Watts.  
 H. Edsel Buchanan's “Celebration of Life” memorial service will be on Saturday, October 
13 at 2:30 P.M. at Benson Baptist Church, 6319 Maple St., Omaha, NE 68104, with a 
reception at the church following the service. In lieu of flowers, Edsel’s family asks for 
donations to be made to the Nebraska Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association. 
 Our thoughts and condolences are with Edsel’s family during this difficult time.

World Acrobatics Society Sponsors

Want to Keep Receiving the 
WAS Newsletter? 

Then JOIN or RENEW your membership in the World 
Acrobatics Society today! Don’t miss out on future 
event announcements and all the news about your 
World Acrobatics Society friends. Our membership 
year runs from January 1st to December 31st. 
Remember: this WAS newsletter and future issues will 
be sent to current paid members only. To JOIN or 
RENEW your membership online just go to 
worldacro.com and follow the online instructions.

WAS Mission
The mission of the World Acrobatics Society is to 
advance the education, communication and 
cooperation among all individuals and organizations 
interested in fostering the growth, development and 
safety of the various acrobatic disciplines along with 
preserving their histories.

The World Acrobatics Society is a not for profit 
private foundation.  Corporate and individual 
donations to WAS, are 501 (c) (3) deductible.

https://youtu.be/LLKsxGyg2GA
http://worldacro.com
http://worldacro.com
https://youtu.be/LLKsxGyg2GA

