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A Word From Our 
President…
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Dear members and friends of the 
World Acrobatics Society, 
  
 It’s hard to believe we’re 
rapidly approaching the end of 
2020. The summer flew by in the 
blink of an eye despite the 
numerous world events unfolding 
around us. 
  As you all know, we are 
continuing to focus on the completion of nominations for the 2021 
slate of Gallery of Legends – Hall of fame inductees.  The two 
discipline categories that still need to be fulfilled are: Acrobatic 
Gymnastics & Extreme Sports. Please review the nominations 
article in this newsletter and submit your online nomination via 
our website. I look forward to announcing the entire slate of 2021 
inductees once these two categories have been fulfilled. 
  In this newsletter, Bobby Dickson’s Comedy Corner highlights 
the “Pandemic Postcards from Bobby & Anoushka” that have kept 
us apprised of their circumstances during these past few months. 
From the look of things, like most of us - - they’re hanging in 
there! 
  The profile on 2006 WAS Legend, Svetla Krasteva, 
demonstrates the versatility and talent of our many Legends. She 
received her recognition in Acrobatic Gymnastics but went on to 
excel in Artistic Gymnastics, Tandem Surfing, Stunt work as well 
as the circus arts. 
  Our acrobatic community received a shock at the unexpected 
passing of our longtime WAS Board Member, Larry Lindauer. We 
join together to mourn the loss of such a dear friend. 
  While we continue to look forward to finally seeing everyone 
at the WAS 2021 Congress & Banquet, we will continue to rely on 
our WAS Facebook page, website, and this newsletter to stay 
connected with you and everyone in our worldwide acrobatic 
community. 
  We know that great things are ahead and I’m thankful for the 
continued support of our WAS members from around the world. 
Be careful, be safe, and be kind to one another.  
  
Scott Crouse 
President, World Acrobatics Society 
Cell # 817-368-1100 
rscgolf@aol.com

Co-editors: Dagmar Munn 

 Jim Bertz 

www.worldacro.com

We Need Your Nominations! 

 Nominations are still being accepted for the 2021 WAS Gallery of 
Legends – Hall of Fame in these two remaining categories: Acrobatic 
Gymnastics & Extreme Sports. 

Wait! What? Give me a little background, please. 

 The recent pandemic not only caused the cancellation of this year’s 
World Acrobatics Society 2020 Congress & Gallery of Legends – Hall of 
Fame Banquet, it also affected the completion of our nomination activity. 
 While we thank everyone, who participated in this year’s call for 
nominations of Legend & Awards recipients - - we are only partially finished. 
Two discipline categories still need to be fulfilled. These are: Acrobatic 
Gymnastics & Extreme Sports 

How can I submit a nomination? 

 If you have someone in mind to nominate for either Acrobatic 
Gymnastics or Extreme Sports, please go to the WAS website. You will find 
all the necessary information on the selection criteria and guidelines for 
nominations. The only method of making a nomination is online, and both 
online nomination forms are available for you to fill out and submit. Or, use 
these links: 
  

• 5 Things you should know before making a nomination. 
• WAS criteria and guidelines for each discipline and award 

category.

http://www.worldacro.com
mailto:rscgolf@aol.com
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-guidelines-criteria/
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Nominations continued

Additional links: 
• Acrobatic Gymnastics nomination form: https://

worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-for-
acrobatic-gymnastics-form/  

• Extreme Sports nomination form: https://worldacro.com/
home/was-nominations/nomination-form-for-extreme-sports/  

What happened to the nomination I submitted to a different 
category, before the pandemic hit?  

 Nominations for all the categories (except these two) have been 
processed and the 2021 honorees selected. We are holding back any 
and all announcements until the final two categories have been 
completed. 
 If prior to the pandemic, you submitted a nomination for either of 
these two categories and have questions about your previous 
nomination contact: Stacie Hanson, GOL-HOF Chairperson at, 
staciedgs@gmail.com 

Is there anything else I should know? 

 Announcements of all the WAS 2021 Gallery of Legends – Hall of 
Fame inductees will be made once the 2021 slate has been 
completed.  
 As a WAS member, you will be among the first to be notified so 
make sure your membership is current. Join or renew your 
membership here. https://worldacro.com/join-donate/ 
 We look forward to celebrating the new inductees of 2021! 

WAS

 Many of our WAS Legends 
cross-over and excel in several 
WAS disciplines; Svetla Krasteva 
is one such example. From artistic 
gymnastics, acrobatic gymnastics, 
to stunt work and the circus 
arts ...she did it ALL! 
 Svetla was born in Plovdiv, Bulgaria in 1961. As a petite, energetic, 
young girl, her natural talent was soon recognized allowing her attend a 
branch of the National Sports School, which was located in her city. She 
specialized in artistic gymnastics and acrobatic gymnastics, earning a 
double Master of Spots degree. She spent eight years as a member of 
Bulgaria’s Olympic artistic gymnastics team, specializing in floor exercise 
and balance beam and winning many national and international titles.  
 Afterward she joined the Bulgarian 
National Acrobatic Gymnastics team and 
for the next four years, excelled in 
women’s trio competition. This led to 
several years of work in various circuses 
around the world including Circus 
Medrano, Brazil Jack, Circus Vargas, and 
Ringling Brothers Circus. It was Ringling 
that brought her to the U.S., where she 
was part of a Bulgarian performing 
troupe. 
Svetla left the circus in 1991 and was 
soon invited to Los Angeles by Bob 
Yerkes to work in the motion picture 
business as a stuntwoman. She 
learned, and mastered all the tools of her 
new profession, from the air ram, 
descender, rachet and, decelerator, to the 
Russian swing, trampoline, teeterboard, trapeze and tumbling. 
 For the next eleven years, as a proud member of the United 
Stuntwomen’s Association she worked in numerous films, TV shows, and 
commercials where her diminutive 4’10”, 90 lbs. size allowed her to stunt 
double for many child actors. Svetla did commercials for McDonald’s, Coke, 
Miller Beer, American Express, and Geico. Her TV shows included: Touched 
by an Angel, Malcolm in the Middle, Days of Our Lives, Texas Ranger, and 
many, many more. Her films included: Titanic, Independence Day, Air Force 
One, Jingle All the Way, Batman 2, Batman Forever, The Grinch, Rush Hour 
2 and, Peter Pan.

In the Spotlight— 
WAS 2006 Legend, 
Svetla Krasteva

https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-for-acrobatic-gymnastics-form/
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-for-acrobatic-gymnastics-form/
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-for-acrobatic-gymnastics-form/
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-form-for-extreme-sports/
https://worldacro.com/home/was-nominations/nomination-form-for-extreme-sports/
mailto:staciedgs@gmail.com
https://worldacro.com/join-donate/
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 Svetla used her experience and love of hand-balancing to become a 
world-class tandem surfer, displaying her incredible athleticism on the 
waves at Malibu, Santa Cruz, in Australia, and in France. Representing 
Malibu Boardriders, Svetla and her surf partner Danny, won many 
trophies and even competed in the 1999 World Championships, held in 
Australia, where they finished a very close second for the world title. 

 The United Stuntwomen’s Association 
now gives a yearly award, at the “Call to 
the Wall” National Surfing Competition 
hosted by Malibu Boardriders, named 
“The Svetla Award.” This award is given 
to the Tandem woman surfer showing 
“Grace, Dignity and Sportsmanship in 
the Ocean.” 
 Unfortunately, Svetla was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor in 2000 and 
underwent the usual surgeries and 
treatments to save her life. She 
continued to work on a few films as her 
condition did not inhibit her abilities until 
she was in Australia working on the 
feature live-action film “Peter Pan.” That 
adventure was cut short when her tumor 
returned with a vengeance in the fall of 
2002. She returned to her home in 
Culver City, California in November of 
that year and was cared for by her loving 
husband stuntman Tom Foley, family, 
and close friends until her peaceful 
death on Sunday, February 9, 2003. 
 In 2006, the World Acrobatics Society 
recognized Svetla Krasteva as a Legend 
in Acrobatic Gymnastics with her 
husband Tom accepting the award for his 
wife. 
 To view Svetla Krasteva’s WAS 
Legend video: https://youtu.be/
soWwzegIqH8 

WAS

Svetla Krasteva, continued

Save The Date !
Join Us

September 10-12, 2021
Tuscany Suites and Casino

Las Vegas, NV

WAS 2021 Congress &
Gallery of Legends-Hall of Fame 

Banquet

For Info: worldacro.com

Thank you! 
 We thank you for your 
membership in the World 
Acrobatics Society and hope 
you’ll invite your friends and 
family to become members too! 
 We are an exciting, growing 
world-wide acrobatic community 
whose members share a love of 
“acrobatics” - - this includes all 
activities where we can rotate in 
the air or balance. And we enjoy 
sharing the history, the stories 
and achievements of those who 
helped create and grow each 
acrobatic discipline. 
 Help the World Acrobatics 
Society grow and increase our 
connections with the global 
acrobatic community. Encourage 
others to join (or renew their 
membership). Share our website 
worldacro.com.  

You ARE the 
World Acrobatics Society!

https://worldacro.com/
http://worldacro.com
https://youtu.be/soWwzegIqH8
https://youtu.be/soWwzegIqH8
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Bobby Dickson’s Comedy Corner

Pandemic Postcards from  
Bobby & Anoushka 



 Sad, sad news to share - - Larry Lindauer, longtime WAS 
Board Member - - passed away from a heart attack on October 4, 
2020. During his tenure as a Board Member of the World 
Acrobatics Society, Larry served as Vice-President for over five 
years as well as supported our many WAS initiatives and events. 
Our thoughts and sincere condolences are with Larry’s family 
during this difficult time. He will be missed by all.
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Early Bird Membership Special: Renew (or join) today! - and your next 
renewal payment won't be due until January, 2022.

Just click here to join or renew 

All memberships in the World Acrobatics Society run on 
a yearly calendar basis (January 1st - December 31st). 
Since your 2020 membership will expire at the end of 
this year, you can save time plus, not miss important 
event announcements and all the news about your 
World Acrobatics Society friends –- by simply renewing 
your membership today! 

Renewing your membership couldn’t be easier. Just go 
to worldacro.com and follow the instructions on our 
Join/Donate page.  

Here’s what being a member of WAS gives you: 
• A full-year subscription to the WAS quarterly 

newsletter. 

• Enables you to submit nominations to the 
Gallery of Legends - Hall of Fame/Awards. 

• Gives you voting rights at the annual 
Membership Meeting. 

• Puts you among an exciting, growing world-
wide organization whose members share a love 
of acrobatics. 

• Satisfaction of knowing that your payment is 
helping support WAS events that honor the 
Legends in our acrobatic community.  

We hope that you will renew your membership today 
and remain part of our community! 

Just click here to renew 

Thank you! 

In Memory of Larry Lindauer

LARRY B LINDAUER, BS, MS, PHD 
April 20, 1943 – October 4, 2020

 Larry often liked to recall how, at age 16, he hitchhiked to Southern Illinois University where he 
attended SIU’s University High School while working out with the gymnastics team.  Larry graduated from 
SIU University High in 1962.   
 In 1963, while working on a BS degree in Education, Larry met his wife, Kathy in Carbondale.  They 
were married on October 5, 1963 and blessed with a beautiful daughter, Brehn in 1964 followed by the 
birth of their son, Hans in 1972.   
 Larry often served as an unpaid assistant coach under Coach Bill Meade when needed and enjoyed 
spending time with the gymnasts while they were working out or competing.  For several years he was a 
certified gymnastics judge in the southern Illinois area. 
 Larry was employed as an Assistant then Associate Professor at SIU-C in Health and Safety until 
1983 when he, Kathy, and Hans moved to Saudi Arabia after he accepted a position as an Associate 
Professor in the School of Science & Medicine.   In late 1991, the family returned to the USA, and settled 
in southern California where Brehn and her husband, Steve, were expecting their first son, Cameron

https://worldacro.com/join-donate/
https://worldacro.com
https://worldacro.com/join-donate/
https://worldacro.com/join-donate/


6

followed by a second son, Brandon in 1996.  Larry 
soon became an entrepreneur in the art and picture 
framing business in Wood Ranch, CA.  He operated 
that business for 10 years until the family moved to 
Meridian, ID in 2003.  
 Kathy’s father was a Harley Davidson dealer in 
southern Illinois so it was almost certain there would 
be a motorcycle in their future.  Larry and Kathy 
loved to ride their Sportster on weekends, and spent 
many miles in both southern California and Idaho 
enjoying the beautiful scenery from their bike.   
 Larry and Kathy learned to ski in the Alps while 
they were living in Saudi Arabia and often spent 
several weeks a year at their favorite ski resort in 
Austria.  After moving to Idaho, it was very 
convenient and inexpensive to get yearly ski passes, 
and several years they racked up 30 to 35 days on 
the slopes. 
 Larry’s love of gymnastics led him to the World 
Acrobatics Society, where he was a Board Member 
and loved serving and meeting up with his old 
buddies in the gymnastics and diving world.  He 
remembered them all and loved to spend hours in 
the local bar in Las Vegas reminiscing with them.  
Larry was often referred to as the “walking 
encyclopedia” by his gymnastics teammates 
because he knew and remembered everything. 
 On Larry’s last day on earth, he and Kathy took 
their normal motorcycle ride along the hills and 
rivers of Idaho, shared a piece of pecan pie on the 
way home, then while taking their normal walk 
around the neighborhood, he felt dizzy, collapsed, 
and died instantly.  Many of his friends may not 
know that he had been recently diagnosed with 
cancer and was to begin his first chemo treatment 
the day after he passed away on October 4, 2020.  
Kathy painfully recalls this was a day before they 
would have celebrated their 57th anniversary, but 
she is sure Larry, her father, mother, and sister are 
all riding their motorcycles in heaven together. 

Written with love,  
Kathy Lindauer 
November 3, 2020

Larry Lindauer, continued



WAS Mission

The mission of the World Acrobatics Society is to advance the 
education, communication and cooperation among all individuals and 
organizations interested in fostering the growth, development and safety 
of the various acrobatic disciplines along with preserving their histories.

The World Acrobatics Society is a not for profit foundation. 
corporate and individual contributions to WAS are 501(c)3 
deductible.

World Acrobatics Society Sponsors
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